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Ministry in China is a puzzle to us westerners: a dichotomy of open freedom and harsh restriction. 
Two years ago, we assisted a group of private schools in launching a teen camp. We were forced 
to relocate at the last minute on the whim of local officials, but were then allowed to conduct 
camp with complete openness. (The schools even use a Christian curriculum!) We returned this 
year to assist in the training of a new director and to help them launch their first ever junior 
camp. Around 50 enthusiastic Chinese nationals participated in the training and were equipped 
to counsel for the teen camp and the junior camp the following week. The staff really rose to the 

occasion. The setting for the camp was in the countryside at a special children’s education center 
that we shared with some young people from a local communist youth movement. In spite of 

mosquitoes and temperatures that stayed well above 100 degrees, both camps were well attended. 
We believe God’s Word plowed up the hearts of several self-proclaimed atheistic campers. Each of 
the counselors had the privilege of leading at least one of their campers to the Lord!

Before landing in Malawi, Dan Brooks and Dale Cunningham arranged a stop-over to visit 
Paardeberg Mountain Retreat – one of our ministry partners in South Africa. From there, they 
drove 5 hours to Hokwill to meet with another group of pastors who are planning to launch a 
new camp in the near future. We hope to return to assist them in January. Malawi is primitive 
in many ways: the roads are full of potholes and broken pavement; the food is plain; housing 
is humble – even the churches are still in the pioneering stage. Around 30 believers came 
to the staff training time, but only a few of them were experienced enough to be counselors 

– many of them were new believers. Several pastors even traveled 18 hours on a bus to 
attend. The principles of counseling were new to them and they really soaked it in. Because 

this was their first exposure to camping, the missionaries decided not to attempt an overnight 
camp yet. Over the course of several days, 150 different local young people attended camp. The 
missionaries estimate that around 50 of them responded to the gospel and were saved! They plan 
to continue holding day camps until the staff is mature enough to counsel on their own.

Phil Melton is a second generation missionary in Japan. His dad was a World War II veteran who planted 2 
churches, and Phil has planted 3 more. Camp Raphayada is located about 45 minutes outside of Seki City and 
is a ministry of Sakahogi Church, but they would like to broaden the scope of the camp to assist other local 
churches in their area. Ken Collier and Steve Stodola spent quite a bit of time with Phil over the course of their 
visit, discussing camp philosophy and strategies for increasing local church involvement in the future. Counseling 
training was held over the course of several evenings to accommodate the work schedules of those 
attending. Several participated from a distance through live streaming, interactive video (a first 
for CampsAbroad!) The camp itself was small because of a holiday weekend, but the young 
people who attended had a great time and several of the campers are seriously considering 
the claims of Christ on their lives. Japan is a difficult field, steeped in the ancestor worship 
of Shintoism. Praise the Lord for His faithful workers who continue to labor there for the 
glory of God instead of the status of big ministries!

CHINA

TO HELP LOCAL CHURCHES AROUND 
THE WORLD, EVANGELIZE THE LOST, AND 
BUILD UP BELIEVERS THROUGH BIBLICAL, 
CHRISTIAN CAMPING.

Our Mission:

Winter and Summer are the busiest seasons for camp around the world. Here are 
some highlights from several of our trips this past summer.

MALAWI

JAPAN

Matt Collier and Dan Brooks both had the opportunity to explore some new potential fields for CampsAbroad this 
past year. Dan interacted with three separate groups in the country of Cuba, ranging from as far out as 5 hours 
from Havana. Obviously, the relationship between the United States and Cuba continues to fluctuate drastically, 
but for now there seems to be an open door for the gospel, and local churches there are eager for help from 
“the outside.” We believe that camping could really flourish there if we are able to connect with the right groups. 
In September, Matt visited contacts in Dubai, Pakistan, and Bangladesh. While each country presents unique 
challenges, there seems to be solid potential for camping ministry to flourish in each one. Please pray for God to 
give wisdom as we evaluate and explore future opportunities for these nations that have historically been more 
hostile to the gospel. As has often been said, there are no “closed countries” to the Lord. Our greatest concern is 
that we avoid causing greater difficulty for local believers – especially young people.
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